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nan	 to	 the	Anti-Japanese	War,	 and	 to	 the	 Chinese	 nation.”16	 The	 minorities	 participated	 not	 only	 in	 the	
construction	of	Burma	Road,	the	Burma	railway,	Tengchong	airport	and	pipeline,	but	also	undertook	the	task	
of	transporting	war	materials	for	the	Allied	Forces	and	the	Chinese	Expedition	Force,	thus	contributing	greatly	
to	the	logistical	work	during	the	Anti-Japanese	War.
13	 See	Peng	Xunzi,	“border	people	and	the	Burma	Road”.
14	 See	Liu	Zhu,	“Burma	Road:	the	patriotic	spirit	of	the	peoples	of	western	Yunnan”,	Create,	1995,	No.1.
15	 See	Qi	Junguo,	“Yesterday	and	today,	the	Stilwell	Road.
16	 See	Liu	Zhu,	“Burma	Road:	the	patriotic	spirit	of	the	peoples	of	western	Yunnan”,	Create,	1995,	No.1.
17
The	Ethnic	Minorities	in	Tengchong	County	and	the	Anti-Japanese	War
Ⅳ Conclusion
	 We	investigated	the	contribution	of	minority	groups	in	Tengchong	County	to	the	Anti-Japanese	War,	and	
through	our	field	work,	we	find	that	although	the	minorities	in	Tengchong	were	a	small	population	by	then,	they	
suffered	a	variety	of	tortures	in	the	process	of	the	Japanese	invasion	of	China,	and	many	of	them	were	killed.	
In	villages	bordering	Myanmar	such	as	Danzha	Village,	Lunma	Village	and	Houqiao	Village	which	were	popu-
lated	largely	by	Lisu	people,	we	find	that	they	not	only	actively	participated	in	the	war,	but	also	through	every	
possible	means	helped	the	Allied	Force	and	the	Chinese	Expedition	Force.	They	had	participated	in	the	con-
struction	of	the	Burma	Road	and	the	transportation	of	war	materials;	most	critically	they	had	contributed	grain	
from	their	own	barns	to	the	Chinese	Expedition	Force.	On	their	way	to	transport	the	grain	to	the	front-line	they	
rather	starved	to	death	than	to	take	a	grain	from	it.
	 In	his	article	titled	“role	of	Minorities	in	Western	Yunnan	Anti-Japanese	War”,	Mr.	Zhang	Zhubang	claims	
there	are	three	reasons	why	the	minorities	actively	participated	in	the	war:	firstly	fighting	against	the	invaders	
and	defending	the	motherland	territory	is	an	act	of	justice,	which	accords	with	the	desire	of	the	people;	sec-
ondly	our	authority	had	organized	and	mobilized	people	of	all	nationalities	in	earnest;	thirdly	it	is	partly	be-
cause	the	authorities	of	different	times	had	always	maintained	a	good	relationship	with	local	chieftains.17	Dur-
ing	our	investigation,	we	find	that	the	minorities	were	fighting	against	the	Japanese	invaders	with	the	motivation	
of	guarding	their	own	country,	as	well	as	revenging	those	evil	deeds	to	them	of	the	invaders.	In	order	to	defend	
the	country	and	the	sacred	territory,	ethnic	minorities	in	border	areas	had	made	an	outstanding	contribution	to	
this	end.	
17	 Zhang	Zhubang,	“Role	of	Minorities	 in	Western	Yunnan	Aanti-Japanese	War”,	compiled	by	Publicity	Department	of	
Tengchong	County	Committee	of	the	CPC,	and	Tengyue	Culture	Research	Association,	“Tengyue	Culture	Study”,	vol-
ume	2,	China	Federation	of	Literary	and	Art	Circles	Publishing	Corporation,2004.
